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NORGINE AND ALFA WASSERMANN SpA PARTNER WITH THE EUROPEAN 

MEDICAL JOURNAL TO ISSUE A LEADING EASL CONGRESS REVIEW 

REPORT ON HEPATIC ENCEPHALOPATHY (HE) 

Professor D. Häussinger Clinic for Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Infectious Diseases 

Liver Center Düsseldorf, Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf discusses a new 

pathophysiological concept for HE, new diagnostic methods, new aspects of sociomedical 

relevance and new treatment options available to treat HE. 

Dr Peter Jepsen, Departments of Hepatology and Clinical Epidemiology, Aarhus University 

Hospital, Aarhus, Denmark examines HE epidemiology and how HE can affect a patient’s 

life and concludes that HE is a continuum; in its overt form it is associated with a very high 

mortality with an expected survival time of approximately 6 months and with a high incidence 

post cirrhosis diagnosis; a better understanding of risk factors for HE development and 

recurrence is important.  

Rajiv Jalan, UCL Institute for Liver and Digestive Health, Royal Free Hospital, London, UK 

reviews strategies to improve the diagnosis and management of hepatic encephalopathy. 

There is a new focus on HE with more treatment options coming and better understanding 

pathogenesis that will enable improved classification.  

 Professor Fred Poordad MD, Professor of Medicine, VP, Academic and Clinical Affairs, 

The Texas Liver Institute, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, Texas, 

discusses prevention of recurrence of overt hepatic encephalopathy and highlights that there 

are limited therapeutic options for HE, but the new broad spectrum, non-absorbed antibiotic 

therapy, rifaximin α which is well tolerated, is effective and suitable for long term use. He 

also mentions that new therapeutic options will focus on enhancing survival in advanced liver 

disease. 

EASL is the leading liver association in Europe. It attracts the foremost hepatology experts 

as members and has an impressive track record in promoting research in liver disease, 

supporting wider education, and promoting changes in European liver policy. 

Norgine is committed to improving the lives of patients with hepatic encephalopathy and has 

provided an educational grant for the development of a medical educational programme 

‘New Insights into HE’. For more information, visit http://www.hepaticencephalopathy.info. 

Ends 

 

http://www.hepaticencephalopathy.info/
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Notes to editors 

About Norgine  
 
Norgine is a successful, independent European specialty pharmaceutical company that has 
been established for over 100 years and has a presence in all major European markets. In 
2012, Norgine’s net product sales were c€250 million and the company employs over a 
1,000 people.  
 
Norgine’s focus is the development and marketing of pharmaceutical products that address 
significant unmet clinical needs in therapeutic areas such as gastroenterology, hepatology, 
critical and supportive care.  
 
The Company currently markets a range of products in various markets in its key therapeutic 
areas: MOVICOL® for the treatment of constipation and faecal impaction, MOVIPREP® a 
bowel preparation for use prior to any procedure that requires a clean colon, KLEAN-PREP® 
for large bowel preparation prior to colonoscopy or surgery, XIFAXAN® (XIFAXANTATM) for 
the treatment of travellers’ diarrhoea and the reduction in recurrence of episodes of overt 
hepatic encephalopathy, ORAMORPH® for the treatment of moderate to severe pain 
associated with cancer and our supportive care portfolio: SAVENE®, DANTRIUM®, 
XEROTIN® and PROTHER® .  
 
Norgine is active in research and development and currently has products in various stages 
of clinical development. Norgine manufactures most of its own products in Hengoed, UK and 
Dreux, France. For more information: www.norgine.com. 

Product under licence from Alfa Wassermann S.p.A. XIFAXAN ( rifaximin α) and 
TARGAXAN (rifaximin α) are registered trademarks of the Alfa Wassermann group of 
companies, licensed to the Norgine group of companies.  
 

About Alfa Wassermann 

Alfa Wassermann is a private pharmaceutical group with Head Quarters in Bologna, Italy 
with its own Research, Development and Manufacturing facilities.  In 2012, Alfa 
Wassermann net sales were above €360million and the company employs over 1300 
people. It has a growing number of affiliate companies in both Europe as well as in emerging 
markets such as Russia, China and Mexico. Its main product Rifaximin-alpha is a gut-
selective antibiotic which has been prescribed for 24 years, under the Trade Names of 
NORMIX®, XIFAXAN® and others, in 33 countries, including the USA where Salix 
Pharmaceuticals is the exclusive licensee. Alfa Wassermann has also developed other 
important products: Sulodexide (VESSEL®), a heparinoid for thromboembolic diseases, and 
Parnaparin (FLUXUM®), a low molecular weight heparin for the treatment and prophylaxis of 
deep-vein thrombosis. For more information, please visit ALFA WASSERMANN’s web site at 
www.alfawassermann.it     
 

ALFA WASSERMANN®, the ALFA WASSERMANN logo, NORMIX® and XIFAXAN® 
VESSEL FLUXUM are registered trademarks of Alfa Wassermann group of companies. 
 

About the European Medical Journal  

http://www.norgine.com/
http://www.alfa/
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The European Medical Journal aims to provide quality peer reviewed open access journals 
to thousands of physicians. The journals include congress reviews as well as breaking news, 
analysis and access to information of unparalleled quality. 
The journals span across a wide range of therapeutic areas including Neurology, 
Gastroenterology and Urology, with all the publications and articles freely available and 
accessible to our online community to read and share. The fully open access journals review 
the leading congress within the therapeutic area and are supported by internationally 
renowned editorial board members. www.emjreviews.com 
 

Media Contacts 

Norgine: 
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Julie Hornby; Tel: +44 (0) 1895826642; Mobile: +44 (0) 7833 238440 
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